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REPORT. 


In  preparing  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  proceedings  of 
“  Friends’  Association  for  the  Aid  and  Elevation  of  the  Freed- 
men,”  we  find  that,  although  our  interest  in  the  cause  of  the 
Freedmen  continues  unabated,  the  incidents  worthy  of  note  have 
greatly  lessened  within  the  past  year,  owing  to  our  having  been 
compelled,  by  the  condition  of  our  funds,  simply  and  carefully 
to  perform  the  work  before  us  upon  the  old  ground,  without  as¬ 
suming  new  labor  in  fresh  fields. 

In  the  9th  month,  at  the  close  of  the  summer  vacation  of  the 
schools  under  our  care,  the  Education  Committee  reported,  that 
“  they  deemed  it  advisable  to  discontinue  the  two  at  St.  Helena, 
S.  C  that  “they  had  agreed- to  continue  the  three  at  Mt. 
Pleasant — teachers  for  two  of  which  had  been  selected ;  and  that 
partial  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  Virginia  schools;” 
all  of  which  was  approved  by  the  Association.  And  as  these 
schools  when  opened  could  not  be  sustained  during  the  winter 
term  without  more  pecuniary  aid,  a  committee  was,  at  that  time, 
appointed,  to  devise  some  means  by  which  Friends  generally 
might  become  more  interested  in  their  prosperity.  This  commit¬ 
tee  prepared  an  appeal,  which  was  subsequently  sent  to  each  of 
the  Monthly  and  Preparative  Meetings  of  our  Yearly  Meeting. 
Through  this  medium  wTe  believed  we  might  truthfully  acknowl¬ 
edge — “  That  our  labors  among  the  Freed  people  have  heretofore 
been  greatly  blessed,  and  that,  although  they  have  now  arrived 
at  that  condition  in  which  they  are  able  to  provide  for  the  most 
pressing  of  their  bodily  wants,  they  yet  need  help  in  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  their  children.” 

Although  the  response  to  this  appeal  was  tardy  and  faint,  we 
have  been  enabled  cautiously  to  move  forward,  and  have  con- 
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tinued  to  assist  in  sustaining  the  following  schools,  under  the 
care  of  their  respective  teachers;  who,  well  knowing  all  the 
attendant  privations,  rejoicingly  accepted  their  appointed  posi¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA  SCHOOLS. 


At  Fairfax  C.  II.,  Fairfax  Co.,  taught  by  Mary  E.  McBride. 


Yienna,  “ 

II  emdon,  “ 

Falls  Church,  “ 

Lewensville,  “ 

Woodlawn,  “ 

Gum  Spring,  “ 

Leesburg,  Louden  Co., 
Waterford,  “ 

Manasses,  Prince  William  Co., 


Catharine  E.  Hall. 
Frances  E.  Gauze. 
Philena  Ileald. 
Sarah  M.  Ely. 
Sarah  E.  Lloyd. 
Deborah  K.  Smith. 
Caroline  Thomas. 
Sarah  A.  Steer. 
Mary  B.  Perry. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  SCHOOLS. 

At  Mount  Pleasant,  taught  by  Cornelia  Hancock. 

Mary  A.  Taylor. 

”  ”  ”  Isabel  Lenair,  (col’d.) 

Extracts  from  letters  written  by  our  teachers,  after  the 
season  of  refreshment  during  the  summer  vacation,  show  the 
readiness  with  which  these  patient,  earnest  toilers  returned  to 
their  fields  of  labor,  and  also  the  character  of  the  work  before 
them.  Philena  Ileald,  Falls  Church,  Va.,  describing  her  arrival 
at  the  dilapidated  station  platform,  with  no  one  to  meet  or  wel¬ 
come  her,  with  “no  sign  of  life,  save  one  man  of  rough  exterior, 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  railroad,”  who  kindly  answered 
her  inquiries  as  to  what  could  be  done  towards  conveying  her  and 
her  baggage  to  the  village,  adds,  “I  thanked  him  kindly,  and  sat 
myself  down  on  the  steps,  as  there  was  no  choice  of  seats  or 
rooms.  As  I  sat  in  a  strange  country  in  that  novel  position, 
with  the  blue  heaven  above  me,  and  the  free  air  around  me,  there 
wTas  peace  in  my  soul;  and  I  felt  strong  and  willing;  and,  though 
far  from  friends  and  home,  I  felt  that  God  was  near.  A  spirit 
of  prayer  seemed  also  there,  and  it  was  to  me  a  season  of  bless¬ 
ing.” 

In  a  later  letter  she  says,  “  Though  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land, 
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I  feel  not  the  truth  of  the  adage,  nor  have  I  for  one  moment 
since  coming  here  experienced  a  lonely  feeling.  The  people  are 
good  and  kind,  and  the  consciousness  of  having  your  sympathy, 
your  friendly  interest,  and  your  kind  remembrances,  are  never- 
failing  sources  of  consolation.” 

“  My  school  is  regular,  very  interesting,  and  of  good  size,  with 
a  prospect  of  being  still  larger ;  and  though  I  need  some  of  the 
appliances  for  classifying  my  school  properly,  one  can  do  won¬ 
ders  where  there  is  a  will.  Some  of  my  pupils  are  very  bright 
and  intelligent,  learn  very  quickly,  and  enjoy  reading  intensely.” 

Frances  F.  Grauze,  Herndon ,  Fa.,  writes — 

“  I  think  my  pupils  have  not  forgotten  much  during  the  long 
vacation  ;  they  all  seemed  glad  to  see  me  ;  some  of  them  were 
afraid  I  would  not  come  back.  My  men  have  plastered  the 
school-house,  and  it  is  much  more  comfortable.  They  will  also 
get  me  a  new  stove.  I  received,  the  other  day,  fifteen  needle- 
books  for  my  school ; — a  lady  from  Philadelphia,  visiting  this 
part  of  the  country,  sent  them  to  me.  Thou  mayst  know  there 
were  a  number  of  sable  faces  made  brighter  by  the  gift.  We  have 
formed  a  sewing  society,  and  one  afternoon  in  each  week  will  be 
devoted  to  that  branch  of  industry.  We  have  about  fifty  pupils 
in  our  First-day  school.  Five  of  the  teachers  are  colored,  and 
three  white.  We  are  much  in  want  of  papers  for  this  school.” 

From  Caroline  Thomas ,  Leesburg ,  Fa.— 

“  I  do  not  see  that  the  children  have  lost  much  during  vacation, 
notwithstanding  they  were  left  almost  entirely  without  books. 
All  seemed  glad  to  be  in  school  again ; — some  apply  themselves 
diligently  to  their  studies  ;  others  are  idle.  The  latter  I  in¬ 
tend  to  discharge,  and  to  have  my  school  filled  with  those  who 
are  anxious  to  obtain  an  education,  and  to  work  for  it.  I  intend 
to  open  a  night  school  next  month,  and  shall  adopt  the  same 
rule  there :  not  to  have  any  scholars  who  are  not  anxious  to 
learn.” 

From  JSIary  F.  McBride ,  Fairfax  Court  House,  Fa  — 

“My  school  does  not  number  so  many  pupils  as  before  vacation ; 
but  they  are  coming  in  rapidly.  I  opened  with  twenty  scholars  ; 
and  am  sorry  you  do  not  intend  keeping  the  school  up  more  than 
six  months  longer.  The  people  here  are  not  yet  able  to  sustain 
schools  of  their  own,  and  very  much  regret  their  inability  to  do 
so.  I  sincerely  hope  you  may  be  agreeably  disappointed  regard¬ 
ing  the  state  of  your  funds  at  that  period.  In  the  course  of  a 
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year  or  so,  a  system  of  Free  Schools  will  be  inaugurated  here, 
and  they  will  need  help  from  some  source  until  then.” 

From  Cornelia  Hancock ,  Mount  Pleasant ,  S.  C.~— 

“We  found  all  the  school  property  had  been  well  taken  care  of 
during  our  absence ;  and  it  took  but  a  day  or  two  to  announce 
to  the  children  that  school  would  re-open.  The  call  was  liberally 
responded  to  by  the  attendance  of  about  one  hundred.  By  the 
third  day  we  could  have  received  a  visit  from  any  of  our  friends, 
and  they  would  have  found  the  same  regular  routine  as  here¬ 
tofore.  The  force  of  the  remark  I  made  last  year,  that  these 
schools  were  the  most  easily  re-organized  of  any  I  had  ever  been 
in,  was  still  more  striking  this  year;  the  children  even  remem¬ 
bered  their  numbers  in  their  classes.  I  told  them,  that  while 
I  was  in  the  North,  I  had  visited  schools  where  the  pupils  re¬ 
cited  their  whole  lesson  without  being  asked  a  single  question 
by  the  teacher  ;  and  I  asked  them  to  make  the  effort  to  prepare 
theirs  in  the  same  manner  ;  and  two  classes  have  accomplished 
it  to  my  satisfaction.” 

From  Mary  A.  Taylor ,  Mt.  Pleasant ,  S.  C. — 

“  My  school  numbers  about  the  same  as  it  did  before  vacation. 
Every  morning,  at  nine  o’clock,  I  am  treated  to  the  sight  of  forty 
sable  faces,  presenting  themselves  as  candidates  for  education. 
The  third  morning  after  school  opened,  everything  was  going  on 
so  naturally  that  I  could  hardly  realize  we  had  been  out  of 
school  at  all;  every  lesson  prepared  from  just  where  we  left  off 
in  the  summer.  I  promoted  nearly  all  my  first  class  to  Corne¬ 
lia’s  school,  and  took  in  soige  new  ones.  I  think  the  inhabitants 
here  look  more  favorably  on  our  schools  than  they  have  hereto¬ 
fore  done.” 

From  Sarah  Ann  Steer ,  Waterford,  Va. — 

“  I  re-opened  school  on  the  first  day  of  tenth  month  with  thirty 
pupils  ;  which  number  has  increased  to  thirty-eight.  All  seem 
glad  to  get  back  to  school  again,  and  I  am  surprised  they  have 
lost  so  little  during  vacation.  In  this  interval  the  colored  people 
set  themselves  to  work  in  good  earnest  to  finish  the  house,  which 
is  to  serve  the  double  purpose  of  a  school-room  and  church. 
They  had  it  plastered,  the  entire  expense  of  which  was  borne 
by  one  man.  They  then  had  a  church  festival,  the  proceeds  of 
which  they  devoted  to  putting  in  seats  and  a  desk  for  me.  I 
have  the  prospect  of  a  full  school  this  winter,  though  very  few 
of  my  large  pupils  have  yet  returned;  several  men  have  been 
working  all  summer,, and  saving  up  something  for  this -winter,  in 
order  to  come  to  school.” 


The  aim  of  the  teachers  has  been  to  prepare  their  pupils  to  take 
the  position  of  instructors,  when  the  inclination  becomes  appar¬ 
ent,  and  in  several  instances  our  schools  have  thus  been  supplied 
with  efficient  assistants  ; — some  allusion  is  made  to  these  in  the 
following  extracts  from  letters  of  more  recent  date. 

Cornelia  Hancock  writes  from  Mount  Pleasant,  S.  C. — 

“This  month  (Eleventh,)  the  weather  has  been  unusually  fine, 
hence  the  extremely  good  average.  Out  of  thirty-six  pupils  in 
my  department,  there  is  an  average  attendance  of  thirty-four  !  It 
looks  formidable  in  the  morning,  to  see  in  the  yard  one  hundred 
and  fifty  children,  who  must  be  assembled  and  brought  into  order 
by  three  teachers.  We  assemble  in  one  of  the  rooms  below  stairs, 
and  read  a  portion  of  the  Bible  to  them,  and  ask  them  questions 
upon  it.  After  the  opening  exercises  we  separate  to  our  respec¬ 
tive  rooms,  and  commence  the  lessons  for  the  day.  The  attendance 
and  interest  of  the  scholars  continue  so  good,  that  we  are  able  to 
make  promotions,  and  keep  up  a  thoroughly  graded  school. 

“I  wish  some  of  you  could  visit  this  school,  and  see  and  know 
how  much  these  pupils  have  accomplished  for  themselves  in  the 
space  of  two  years.” 

Mary  A.  Taylor,  also  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  remarks  : —  ' 

“  Little  that  is  new  can  be  said  of  our  school ;  nor  do  I  know  that 
there  should  be  anything  new;  only  the  old,  well  persevered  in. 
The  average  has  been  unusually  good  this  month,  (forty-three 
out  of  forty-five.)  In  these  schools  we  do  not  have  to  make  the 
ordinary  allowance  for  sickness,  for  they  come  when  they  are  sick, 
sit  around  the  fire  until  their  chills  have  passed  off,  and  then  re¬ 
sume  their  work.  I  have  counted  forty-three  or  forty-five  every 
day,  and  flatter  myself  that  I  can  see  an  improvement  daily. 
Home  scholars  have  never  missed  a  single  day,  since  I  first  came 
to  South  Carolina.  The  colored  teacher  we  have  assisting  us  is 
a  very  good  singer,  and  we  have  taught  the  children  a  number  of 
beautiful  little  hymns  which  they  sing  very  sweetly.” 

Isabel  Lenair  a  colored  teacher  at  Mount  Pleasant,  is  supplying 
the  place  of  Esther  Hawks,  (who  has  been  delayed  from  reaching 
her  school  by  impassable  roads,  in  that  portion  of  Florida  from 
which  she  is  to  come ;)  and  is  giving  satisfaction  to  our  other 
teachers  located  there,  who  have  a  supervision  over  her  school. 
Her  report  is  confirmatory  of  the  estimation  in  which  she  is  held. 
She  has  seventy  pupils,  all  between  6  and  16  yeai’s  of  age  ;  41 
write,  48  read,  and  27  are  in  the  alphabet. 
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Mary  E.  McBride ,  at  Fairfax  Court  House ,  Va.,  states — 

“  That,  in  addition  to  the  39  pupils  she  reports  as  in  the  First, 
Second  and  Third  Readers,  she  has  “four  who  can  read  anything 
set  before  them,  and  they  have  been  through  the  Fourth  Reader  long 
since.”  She  also  informs  us  that,  in  consequence  of  indisposition 
for  one  or  two  days,  she  had  to  place  the  school  under  the  entire 
care  of  Maggie  Lewis,  (her  colored  assistant,)  and  that,  during 
her  absence,  her  school  was  visited  by  two  clergymen,  who  sub¬ 
sequently  reported  to  her  that  they  found  the  school  in  excellent 
order.” 

Although  apparently  a  trifling  circumstance,  it  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  one  who  has  received  her  instruction  under  our 
auspices,  is  not  only  capable  of  imparting  her  stores  of  know¬ 
ledge  to  others,  but  also  of  maintaining  discipline  in  the  school. 

Sarah  Ann  Steer ,  at  Waterford ,  Va.,  remarks — 

“  Since  my  last  report,  I  had  a  pleasant  visit  from  D.  F.  W.,  of 
Philadelphia.  She  expressed  herself  pleased  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  my  school,  which  was  truly  gratifying  to  me.” 

Sarah  M.  Ely ,  located  near  Lewensville ,  Va.,  writes — 

“  I  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  school  and  the  people.  I  have 
tried,  and  shall  try  again,  to  get  them  to  place  something  every 
week  in  my  hands,  if  it  is  only  half  what  they  spend  for  tobacco  ; 
but  so  far  they  will  not  consent  to  that  arrangement,  although 
they  spend  considerable  every  week  for  that  abomination.  The 
progress  of  the  school  is  very  encouraging,  and  they  are  governed 
easily.  My  health  is  good,  and  though  almost  entirely  cut  off 
from  all  society,  I  am  contented  and  very  happy,  and  much 
pleased  to  be  here.” 

Caroline  Thomas ,  at  Leesburg ,  Va.,  writes — 

“My  evenings  are  very  much  occupied  since  I  have  commenced 
teaching  night-school,  but  it  is  well  to  be  so,  as  I  am  better  sat¬ 
isfied  to  be  employed.  There  is  so  much  to  do  here  that  I  some¬ 
times  feel  as  though  I  had  just  commenced.  If  the  people  here 
would  arouse  to  a  sense  of  this  great  work,  take  hold  of  it,  and 
help  me  along,  we  could  do  much  more.  At  times,  when  I  look 
.ahead,  I  am  almost  discouraged,  and  must  needs  take  a  glance  at 
the  past,  and  with  this  contrast  I  can  then  see  and  know  it  is 
well  for  me  to  be  here.  The  improvement  in  the  children  has  been 
such,  that  one  can  scarcely  believe  they  are  the  same.  I  have  so 
many  little  creatures,  v»rho  require  so  much  patience,  and  who 
have  not  the  right  kind  of  home-training,  as  playful  as  kittens, 
but  much  naughtier,  that  daily  my  prayer  goes  up  for  patience, 
patience.” 
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Philena  Heald,  at  Falls  Church,  Ya.,  states — 

“  The  anxiety  to  gain  knowledge,  manifested  by  many  of  the 
pupils,  is  a  constant  incentive  to  renewed  effort  and  increased 
earnestness  on  my  part.  My  interest  has  been  especially 
awakened  in  a  young  woman  who  has  commenced  coming  to 
school  lately.  She  has  no  mother,  keeps  house  for  her  father  and 
brothers,  but  comes  to  school  whenever  she  can  possibly  leave. 
She  did  not  know  her  alphabet,  but  in  less  than  a  week  she  has 
learned  to  read  in  four  letters,  and  is  trying  hard  to  learn  how 
to  write  and  cypher.  She  is  a  fine,  noble  girl,  and  is  very  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  privilege  of  schools,  never  before  having  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  attend.  My  heart  goes  out  to  her  in  tender  sympa¬ 
thy.  Joseph  Hornor  and  Charles  Kirk  have  visited  us  most 
acceptably  since  last  I  wrote  to  you.  The  former  is  visiting  the 
colored  people  in  a  religious  capacity,  and  his  concern  extends  in 
a  special  manner  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  They  had  a 
meeting  in  my  school-room,  and  the  advice  given  was  truly  ex¬ 
cellent  and  very  practical.  I  am  sure  the  people  must  have  been 

benefitted  thereby.  To  me  this  visit  was  a  most  welcome  one,  and 

«/  '  m 

it  seemed  very  homelike  to  have  those  with  me  who  used  the  plain 
language.  Their  presence  did  me  good,  and  the  precious  season 
of  silence,  ere  the  words  of  encouragement  were  uttered,  was  to 
me  rich  in  blessings.” 

Letters  accompanying  the  school  report  for  Twelfth  month, 
show  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  They  also  contain  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  the  tokens  of  remembrance  which  have  been  sent  by 
benevolent  individuals. 

Mary  A.  Taylor ,  Mt.  Pleasant ,  S.  C.,  writes — 

“The  tax  money  for  this  month  was  paid  promptly  and  willing¬ 
ly, — only  two  little  girls  failing;  and  I  have  the  promise  of  get¬ 
ting  it  as  soon  as  their  father  is  paid  for  his  cotton.  Number  of 
pupils  in  this  school  45,  with  an  average  attendance  of  42.” 

Cornelia  Hancock,  at  the  same  place,  says — 

“  This  is  the  season  when  the  moving  is  done,  and  if  we  lose  a 
few  scholars,  it  will  be  owing  to  this  fact.  Number  of  pupils  in 
this  school  32,  with  an  average  attendance  of  31.” 

Isabel  Lenair,  also  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  is  still  satisfactorily  filling 
the  place  of  Esther  Hawks.  Her  school  shows  an  astonishing 
progress.  It  now  numbers  72  pupils,  with  an  average  attend¬ 
ance  of  70!  Last  month  she  had  70  pupils,  with  twenty-seven 
in  the  alphabet;  this  month  she  has  only  13  in  this  rudimentary 
branch. 
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Mary  K.  Perry ,  ( late  Brosius ,)  located  at  Manassas, — 

Informs  us  that  at  the  time  of  writing  her  school  had  only  been 
in  operation  one  week,  and  that  it  numbered  tiventy-one  pupils. 
Her  evening  school  numbers  twelve ,  and  thirty-two  attend  the 
First-day  school. 

Sarah  Ann  Steer ,  at  Waterford ,  remarks — 

“My  report  for  Twelfth  month  varies  but  little  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  month,  except  in  the  average  attendance,  which  is  less, 
owing  to  the  cold,  stormy  weather  that  prevented  some  of  the 
little  ones  getting  here.  I  have  had  but  one  new  scholar  this 
month  ;  he  is  worth  mentioning,  being  the  minister  stationed  on 
this  circuit,  and  whose  home  is  temporarily  in  our  village.” 

From  Caroline  Thomas ,  at  Leesburg ,  Va. — 

“  To-morrow  I  shall  resume  my  school  with  renewed  vigor,  af¬ 
ter  my  short  holiday.  And  now  a  word  or  two  about  my  scholars 
and  their  Christmas.  The  children  made  a  happy  group,  and  I 
wish  the  little  folks  who  contributed  so  much  to  the  pleasure  of 
these  poor  children,  could  have  been  present  when  the  papers 
were  removed  which  concealed  the  treasures.  In  addition  to 
other  matters,  every  one  had  a  book.  There  were  some  happy 
little  children  that  night. 

“  I  have  started  a  class  in  History,  and  one  in  Grammar,  and 
they  get  along  nicely.  I  shall  deplore  the  necessity  of  having  to 
leave  these  children,  when  the  time  comes  for  us  to  close  the 
schools.” 

Philena  Heald ,  at  Falls  Clvurch ,  in  response  to  some  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  the  practicability  of  getting  the  Freedmen  to  deposit 
a  small  stipend  in  her  hands  for  the  double  purpose  of  teach¬ 
ing  them  economy,  and  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  the  school, 
as  has  been  repeatedly  recommended  elsewhere,  states, —  • 

“  I  have  not  even  alluded  to  it,  and  have  felt  that  I  would 
rather  teach  without  pay  than  ask  them,  as  there  are  very  few 
who  are  able  to  support  themselves  comfortably, — many  are  bare¬ 
foot  this  cold  weather, — some  have  old  rags  wrapped  round  their 
feet — others  have  mere  shells  of  shoes,  and  the  body  scarcely  co¬ 
vered  !  I  think  where  it  can  be  done,  it  is  well,  for  it  will  no 

doubt  help  to  make  them  self-reliant  and  self-supporting.” 

# 

Frances  E.  Gauze ,  at  Herndon,  Va.,  writes — 

“  I  expect  to  have  a  large  reinforcement  to  my  school  the  com¬ 
ing  month  (First) — at  least  so  the  colored  people  inform  me.  The 
First-day  school  is  attended  by  both  parents  and  children,  and 
the  papers  sent  are  gratefully  received.  I  closed  school  for  a 
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week  daring  the  holidays,  and  embraced  the  opportunity  of  visit¬ 
ing  some  of  my  co-laborers  in  the  cause.  By  previous  arrange¬ 
ment,  five  of  your  teachers  met  at  the  residence  of  Capt.  Smith, 
in  Leesburg,  talked  over  school  matters,  compared  notes,  gave  in 
their  respective  ‘experiences,’  and,  in  fact,  had  a  regular  school 
meeting. 

“  Two  of  us  made  a  visit  to  Waterford,  where  we  staid  over 
First-day,  and  attended  Friends  Meeting, — the  first  opportunity 
I  have  had  since  coming  to  Virginia.  I  felt  it  a  great  privilege 
to  meet  with  them,  and  to  receive  their  kind  words  of  counsel. 
Their  cordial  reception  reminded  me  that  I  was  indeed  amongst 
Friends. 

“  The  clothes  that  have  been  sent  by  my  Kennett  friends 
are  doing  much  good.  If  they  could  have  seen  how  glad  the 
Freedvnen  seemed  to  get  any  thing  I  had,  no  matter  how  old, 
they  would  have  felt  repaid  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken  to  get 
up  so  valuable  a  box.” 

Mary  F.  McBride ,  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  Va.,  remarks — 

“  I  have  lost  six  of  my  best  pupils,  amongst  whom  are  the 
Lewis  children.  Their  parents  have  concluded  that  they  are  not 
able  to  send  them  to  school  any  longer ;  and  they  can  make  good 
wages  by  being  hired  out. 

“  I  have  felt  very  much  discouraged  for  the  last  month,  the  wea¬ 
ther  has  been  so  very  stormy,  which  will  account  for  the  small 
average  attendance.  Sometimes,  after  wading  through  ice,  snow, 
mud  and  rain  for  a  mile,  and  experiencing  considerable  difficulty 
in  crossing  the  swollen  brooks,  to  find,  on  my  arrival,  but  few 
present,  is  not  very  cheering.  But,  in  justice  to  them  I  must 
say,  that  the  greater  portion  live  three  or  three  and  a  half  miles 
distant.” 

From  Sarah  F.  Lloyd,  Woodlawn ,  Va. — 

“  The  barrel  came  promptly  to  hand.  The  Testaments  were 
particularly  pleasing,  as  many  of  the  First-day  school  children 
had  none  of  their  own.  We  have  100  persons  in  the  Sunday 
School  who  take  books  from  the  library,  and  a  number  who  can¬ 
not  read  them.  The  attendance  has  been  much  smaller  than 
usual,  lately,  because  many  have  not  sufficient  clothing,  especial¬ 
ly  shoes ;  but  we  hope,  after  the  holidays,  that,  as  well  as  the 
day  school,  will  fill  up  with  older  persons.  The  school-house  is 
much  more  comfortable  than  it  was  last  winter.  We  have  a  large 
stove  and  plenty  of  wood.  One  man  said  to  me  not  long  ago, 

‘  When  you  need  anything,  let  us  know,  and  we  will  try  to  get  it 
for  you.  We  are  determined  to  make  you  as  comfortable  as  pos¬ 
sible  this  winter.’  In  the  fall  we  concluded  to  adopt  the  plan  of 
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having  each  person  who  sent  children  to  school,  to  pay  a  certain 
amount  each  month,  and  it  seems  to  work  well.  Of  course  there 
are  some  who  cannot  pay,  but  all  who  can,  seem  to  take  pride 
in  doing  so.  The  persons  belonging  to  the  Sunday  School  have 
subscribed  for  45  copies  of  ‘  The  Freedman,’  and  these,  with  the 
papers  you  send,  keep  us  well  supplied  with  reading ;  besides, 
we  frequently  have  books  and  papers  sent  to  us  by  persons  who 
are  interested  in  the  school.” 

12th  mo.  24th,  1867. 

At  Christmas  time,  the  teachers  were  enabled  to  contribute 
to  the  happiness  and  encouragement  of  their  pupils,  by  distri- 
'  buting  among  'them  gifts,  furnished  by  children  in  the  North 
for  that  purpose.  The  following  extracts  will  show  the  effects 
produced  among  that  gladdened  community  : — • 

From  Cornelia  Hancock — 

“Although  we  were  disappointed  in  not  receiving  the  barrel  in 
time  for  Christmas,  yet  they  came  in  time  for  us  to  play  Christ¬ 
mas  the  day  we  re-opened  the  school ;  and  as  the  children  do 
not  know  dates  or  care  about  them,  I  think  Christmas  went  off  as 
well  to  them  as  if  it  had  been  celebrated  punctually.  All  the 
things  were  in  good  order.  The  room  we  were  able  to  decorate 
very  prettily  with  the  mottoes.  The  tree  was  filled  with  the  toys 
and  candy,  and  the  other  presents  were  spread  upon  the  three 
tables,  one  for  each  school.  The  children  assembled  and  sung 
some  pieces,  and  then  commenced  the  distributions.  I  allowed 
them  to  make  a  choice  as  they  ranked  in  the  class.  The  stereo- 
scope  I  considered  a  very  valuable  present  for  the  school,  as  it 
will  continue  to  delight  after  Christmas  is  over.  Our  schools 
are  large  and  flourishing.  We  have  been  successful  in  collect¬ 
ing  about  fourteen  dollars  this  month,  which  is  encouraging  in 
such  a  poverty-stricken  community.  I  enjoy  the  newspapers  I 
receive.  Our  colored  teacher  does  well. 

“Aft.  Pleasant ,  A.  C.,  First  mo.  9 tli,  1868.” 

“  Pear  Friend, — I  believe  I  have  not  written  to  thee  since  I  re¬ 
ceived  the  barrel  which  came  safely  to  hand  a  few  days  before 
Christmas.  My  little  folks  were  delighted  with  their  books,  toys, 
candy,  etc.,  and  I  believe  I  enjoyed  distributing,  as  much  as  they 
receiving,  thus  realizing  the  truth  of  the  blessing  being  greater 
to  the  giver  than  to  the  receiver.  I  took  the  toys,  etc.,  to  school 
Christmas  eve,  and  spread  them  all  out,  to  let  the  children  have 
a  good  look  at  them  ;  then  let  each  one,  beginning  with  the  small¬ 
est,  take  his  and  her  choice.  It  was  quite  amusing  to  watch  their 
countenances,  while  they  gravely  deliberated  which  to  appropri- 
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ate.  At  last,  after  a  long  time,  everything  was  chosen,  and  they 
started  home  as  happy  a  set  as  I  ever  saw.  Everything  was 
just  as  I  wanted,  and  I  think  will  do  much  good.  I  cut  out  a 
number  of  aprons  ready  for  to-morrow,  my  sewing  day.  For 
the  last  three  weeks  I  have  had  one  session  from  half  past  eight 
until  three  o’clock,  with  a  half  hour  intermission  at  noon.  I 
think  I  will  continue  it  through  the  winter.  Vi  ill  have  a  longer 
afternoon  after  my  school  becomes  larger. 

Truly  thy  friend,  Sarah  A.  Steer. 

“  Waterford ,  12th  mo.  30th,  1861.” 

“Dear  Children , — On  last  Third-day  afternoon  I  gave  out  the 
nice  presents  of  toys  and  candies  you  sent.  As  each  present  was 
handed  out,  I  wished  you  could  be  present  to  see  how  happy  you 
made  these  children.  You  will  never  be  forgotten  by  them. 
Several  of  the  children  were  sick,  and  I  sent  gifts  to  them.  Yes¬ 
terday,  one  sister  told  me  how  happy  you  had  made  her  little 
brother.  The  mottoes  I  have  nailed  up,  and  the  children  trimmed 
them  with  overgreens.  On  -Third-day  afternoon  some  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  came  in  and  heard  them  read  and  answer  some  questions. 
They  seemed  as  glad  as  the  children  over  the  presents.  To  the 
mothers  I  gave  some  thread,  needles  and  buttons.  I  shall  teach 
the  children  to  sew  on  the  dry  goods.  The  tin  plates  I  gave  to 
some  old  people.  The  books  I  hope  to  use  in  the  First-day 
school,  I  have  just  commenced.  I  had  some  very  nice  hooks  sent 
me  which  I  gave  to  the  larger  scholars.  I  hope  your  own  Christ¬ 
mas  was  a  happy  one,  and  that  all  that  are  to  come  may  be  so. 
My  love  for  yourselves. 

Your  friend,  Sarah  M.  Ely. 

“  Thriftland ,  12th  mo.  30th,  1867.” 

“My  dear  little  Friends, — A  merry  Christmas  to  you  !  and  may 
the  dear  Heavenly  Father  bless  you,  both  now  and  in  all  coming- 
years.  Indeed,  I  am  sure  that  He  will,  if  you  continue  thus  mindful 
of  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  others.  0  that  you  could  have 
seen  the  happy  faces,  covered  all  over  with  smiles,  made  so  by 
your  kindly  gifts  ;  their  little  hearts  beat  quick  and  fast  as  they 
watched  with  eager  eyes  the  pretty,  amusing,  good  and  useful 
presents  you  sent  to  them.  Some  of  them  had  told  me  a  few 
days  before  that  they  were  too  poor  to  have  Christmas ;  that 
there  was  no  use  for  them  to  hang  their  stockings  up.  I  did  not 
inform  them  then  that  dear  little  children  miles  away  at  the 
North  had  remembered  them,  for  I  wanted  to  surprise  them  ;  but 
when  they  heard  that  you  had  chosen  to  make  them  happy,  their 
bright  eyes  filled  with  tears  of  joy  and  gratitude,  for  these  dark- 
browed  children  of  our  Heavenly  Father  have  large  souls  and 
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warm  hearts ;  they  are  stirred  by  the  recital  of  kind  deeds,  of 
human  joy,  pain  or  suffering.  They  listen  with  the  most  intense 
interest  when  I  read  to  them  of  good  children,  or  anything  that 
is  calculated  to  awaken  sympathy  in  any  heart.  The  little  books 
sent  have  been  a  source  of  true  pleasure  to  them.  How  good  it 
was  of  you  to  send  those  nice  warm  comforts  ;  the  little  half-clad 
shivering  ones  bless  you  for  them,  indeed  for  everything  you 
sent ;  let  me  thank  you  sincerely  in  behalf  of  these  lowly  ones 
who  are  the  recipients  of  your  bounty.  Your  loving  spirits  have 
sweetly  and  tenderly  impressed  these  little  ones  of  the  Father, 
and  made  their  life  more  sunny  and  joyous.  0,  could  you  know 
how  their  pulses  throb  with  kindly  emotions,  with  loving  desires 
for  you,  then  would  your  little  hearts  give  thanks  to  God  for 
His  goodness  in  influencing  you  to  make  joyless  hearts  glad 
and  loveless  lives  warm  and  more  hopeful  and  loving.  One  of 
my  dear  little  ones  is  sick  ;  she  has  dropsy.  Dr.  Hart  is  attend¬ 
ing  her,  and  he  fears  she  will  not  be  any  better.  I  miss  her  so 
much.  She  has  not  lost  her  share  of  your  nice  presents,  but  in¬ 
stead  has  received  an  over  quantity,  which  will  give  her  joy  in 
her  sickness.  I  nearly  forgot  to  mention  to  you  about  a  tiny 
little  boy  who,  when  he  came  into  school  and  saw  the  Christmas 
tree,  stood  like  a  statue  under  its  branches,  looking  up  into 
the  faces  of  the  wonderful  things  thereon,  as  though  a  new 
light  had  broken  in  upon  his  soul ;  it  was  such  a  droll  pic¬ 
ture,  and  so  touching,  too,  that  I  did  wish  for  you  all  to  see  him  ; 
he  did  not  move  his  lips ;  it  was  to  me  a  happy  sight.  And  now 
please  accept  the  hearty  thanks  of  all  my  school,  as  also  of  the 
teacher.  Farewell,  with  love  tenderly  your  true  friend, 

Philena  Heald. 

“  Falls  Church ,  Fairfax  Co .,  Fa.,  12th  mo.  25th,  1867.” 

From  Deborah  K.  Smith,  Cum  Spring,  Fa.: — 

“  I  have  more  names  on  my  school  list  this  month,  than  since 
this  time  last  winter  ;  but  the  average  attendance  is  not  very 
good.  The  people  are  afraid  of  the  cold,  and  I  think  it  has  been 
impossible  for  many  of  them  to  come  on  account  of  the  weather 
and  their  clothing.  This  winter,  the  shiftlessness  of  some  of  the 
people  has  been  shown  in  strong  contrast  with  others,  who  have 
deserved  credit  for  their  industry  and  perseverance.  My  pupils 
have  improved  more  in  writing  than  in  any  other  branch;  several 
have  comprehended  the  rudiments  of  arithmetic  more  readily 
than  I  supposed  they  would.  Several  have  written  letters  lately, 
who  have  never  done  so  before,  which  has  greatly  pleased  them. 
I  have  taught  one  woman,  fifty  years  of  age,  to  write  letters  to 
her  son  in  the  army ;  but  her  success  was  due  more  to  her  perse¬ 
verance  than  to  my  instruction.” 
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The  following  letter  is  from  a  little  girl  aged  nine  years,  to 
some  who  had  contributed  toward  the  Christmas  gifts  : — 

“  1st  month,  2d,  1868. 

ilMy  kind  beloved  Friends, — I  take  this  on  myself,  to  write  you 
a  few  lines  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness.  I  enjoyed  myself 
very  much  Christmas  day.  I  thought  the  Christmas  tree  looked 
very  pretty,  and  I  think  that  you  all  are  very  kind  to  send  us 
Christmas  presents  way  down  here.  I  am  going  to  school  at  this 
time,  and  1  am  learning  a  little  every  day,  not  spending  all  my 
time  in  play ;  and  I  think  if  we  believe  in  the  Lord  our  God  we 
need  not  fear ;  for  he  can  do  and  see  all  things.  May  God  bless 
you  for  your  kindness  to  the  freedmen. 

From  Sallie  Lee,  9  years  old.” 

The  Teachers  thus  report  of  the  First  month: 

Mary  A.  Taylor ,  from  Charleston ,  S.  C.,  writes — 

“We  have  a  flourishing  sewing  school  fifty  the  largest  girls. 
This  is  a  goodly  number  to  fix  and  cut  out  for,  but  two  or  three 
good  dressmakers  (colored)  have  volunteered  to  help  us.  During 
the  first  hour  of  evening  school  I  teach  the  boys  drawing.  Some 
of  them  make  excellent  attempts,  and  are  deeply  interested.” 

Cornelia  Hancock,  at  the  same  place,  gives  a  fuller  account  of 
their  “Industrial  School,”  which  has  interested  them  for  some 
time,  but  which  they  have  been  unable  to  carry  into  effect  before, 
stating  that  “  a  lady  from  Boston  visited  the  school,  and  present¬ 
ed  us  with  a  whole  piece  of  muslin  and  one  of  calico;  and  so  far, 
that  has  helped  us  in  material,  but  now  we  are  out  and  want 
more.  I  think  in  your  Association  there  may  be  some  who  feel 
a  particular  interest  in  their  learning  to  sew ;  if  so,  I  will  prom¬ 
ise  their  contributions  shall  be  directed  to  good  account.  I  think 
it  an  important  matter,  and  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  aid  in  the  en¬ 
terprise. 

“  I  have  two  scholars  who  compose  sentences  correctly,  and  one 
who  understands  Fractions  thoroughly,  and  ten  cyphering  in  Com¬ 
pound  Numbers.” 

Of  the  school  of  Isabel  Lenair,  the  colored  teacher,  also  located 
at  Charleston,  we  have  a  very  good  account.  She  has  54  pupils 
enrolled,  all  between  6  and  16  years  of  age,  41  of  whom  are  read¬ 
ing,  85  write,  and  25  are  in  arithmetic.  The  reduced  average  at¬ 
tendance  is  thus  accounted  for  :  “  The  planting  season  has  com¬ 
menced,  and  a  large  number  of  families  have  moved  four  and  five 
miles  into  the  country,  and  the  larger  children  walk  that  dis¬ 
tance,  but  the  little  ones  cannot.  In  some  cases,  the  children 
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are  left  in  the  village  with  some  member  of  the  family  who  is  too 
old  to  work,  while  the  parents  go  up  country  to  work.” 

Ft  ' ances  JE.  Gauze,  from  Herndon ,  writes — 

“  My  class  in  History  is  very  interesting ;  they  seem  to  take 
a  great  interest  in  it.  I  think  our  six  months  expires  about  the 
first  of  the  Fourth  month.  L)o  you  propose  closing  the  schools 
at  that  time  ?  I  shall  feel  very  sorry  to  have  to  part  with  my 
pupils  so  soon.” 

Sarah  H.  Lloyd ,  Woodlawn,  Va.,  writes — 

“You  will  observe  that  my  school  is  not  as  large  as  last  win¬ 
ter.  I  think  the  cause  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  want  of  sufficient 
clothing,  especially  for  the  feet.  Scholars  who  came  last  winter, 
but  not  through  the  summer  and  fall,  were,  without  exception, 
when  they  commenced  the  present  season,  to  enter  advanced 
classes :  and  a  better  behaved  set  of  scholars  I  could  not  wish 
for  in  any  school.” 

Mary  K.  Perry ,  at  Manassas,  states — 

“  The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  us  ;  there  has  been 
snow  nearly,  all  the  time,  and  many  of  the  children  have  over 
two  miles  to  walk — some  over  three.  We  have  the  most  intelli¬ 
gent  colored  people  here  that  I  have  met  with  in  this  State  ; 
but  they  need  educating,  as  very  few  of  the  grown  people  can 
read.” 

Sarah  Ann  Steer,  Waterford,  Va.,  writes — 

“  My  school  is  larger  now  than  it  has  ever  been,  and  I  think 
quite  as  interesting  as  ever.  I  have  a  number  of  new  pupils  this 
month,  most  of  whom  are  men,  who  seem  very  anxious  to  learn, 
and  appear  to  be  making  the  most  of  the  short  time  they  expect 
to  have  at  school.  Some  of  the  colored  people  are  quite  anx¬ 
ious  to  devise  means  to  support  one,  when  the  present  help  is 
over,  and  they  will  have  to  depend  upon  themselves. 

“  They  have  appointed  an  evening  to  meet,  and  consider  the 
subject,  but  I  fear  there  are  not  enough  who  are  able  to  do  much 
towards  it.  The  minister  spoken  of  in  my  last  has  attended 
school  as  regularly  during  the  month  as  his  Pastoral  duties  would 
permit,  lie  has  told  me  something  of  his  history,  which  may, 
perhaps,  not  be  uninteresting. 

“  He  was  a  slave  belonging  to  a  man  in  one  of  the  lower  coun¬ 
ties  of  Maryland,  and  became  free  a  short  time  before  the  war ; 
he  then  went  to  Baltimore,  when  the  Baltimore  Conference  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  this  circuit.  He  is  about  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
is  a  very  intelligent,  well-informed  man,  and  quite  eloquent  in 
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the  pulpit,  although  he  never  went  to  school  until  now,  and  he 
.has  but  little  knowledge  of  books.  He  is  particularly  anxious 
to  improve  his  pronunciation,  also  to  learn  something  of  Arith¬ 
metic  and  Geography,  in  which  he  is  making  good  progress ; 
while  his  application  to  study,  and  general  deportment  as  a  pupil, 
is  having  a  good  effect  in  the  school. 

“  Two  weeks  ago  we’ organized  a  Temperance  Society  in  school. 
We  have  had  but  two  meetings  since,  and  now  number  fifty-two 
members.  I  have  always  prohibited  the  use  of  tobacco  in  the 
school,  and  as  soon  as  the  cause  of  Temperance  is  firmly  estab¬ 
lished,  I  intend  to  try  to  organize  an  anti-tobacco  society ;  but 
think  best  to  do  one  thing  at  a  time — so  begin  with  the  greater 
evil. 

“  My  sewing-school  class  has  been  very  busy  working  on  the 
new  calico  sent.  I  cut  out  twenty  aprons,  and  gave  them  out  to 
the  girls  to  make  in  school.  Two  sew  very  neatly,  and  have 
some  idea  of  cutting  out  and  fitting  work.  These  I  appoint  to 
assist  me  in  superintending  the  work,  which  pleases  them  very 
much.  The  First-day  school  is  doing  well.  The  packages  of 
Little  Reapers  sent  are  very  acceptable,  and  are  highly  prized 
by  the  scholars.” 

Although  no  official  inspection  of  the  schools  has  been  made 
by  the  Association,  we  have  received  interesting  and  encouraging 
accounts  from  several  members,  based  upon  persona]  observation. 
These,  with  the  monthly  reports  and  letters  from  our  teachers, 
have  stimulated  us  to  persevere  in  our  efforts  to  continue  the 
schools  until  the  summer  vacation.  The  following  will  show  the 
condition  of  each  as  reported  in  the  First  month. 


First  Month,  1868. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Read. 

Write. 

Arithmetic. 

Alphabet. 

Between  6  & 
16  years. 

Catharine  E.  Hall, . 

19 

21 

40 

32 

34 

30 

0 

33 

Mary  E.  McBride, . 

37 

14 

51 

44 

45 

15 

0 

40 

Sarah  M.  Ely, . . . 

24 

12 

36 

23 

24 

36 

3 

23 

Frances  E.  Gauze, . . . 

18 

18 

36 

32 

36 

32 

0 

30 

Sarah  E.  Lloyd, . 

30 

34 

64 

61 

59 

29 

1 

46 

Philena  Heald,  . 

30 

45 

75 

74 

75 

42 

1 

50 

Deborah  K.  Smith, . 

17 

21 

38 

31 

31 

23 

0 

31 

Mary  B.  Perry, . . . 

17 

15 

32 

27 

29 

3 

0 

30 

Sarah  A.  Steer, . 

41 

22 

63 

45 

40 

40 

0 

35 

Caroline  Thomas, . — 

40 

24 

64 

44 

50 

40 

2 

53 

273 

226 

499 

413 

423 

290 

7 

371 

2 
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First  Month,  1868. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Read. 

Write. 

Arithmetic. 

-t-i 

<V 

r& 

< 

1  Between  6  & 

J  16  years. 

Cornelia  Hancock, . 

19 

16 

35 

35 

35 

35 

0 

35 

Mary  A.  Taylor, . 

19 

21 

40 

40 

40 

40 

0 

40 

Isabella  Lenair, . 

18 

36 

54 

41 

35 

25 

0 

54 

56 

73 

129 

116 

110 

100 

0 

129 

273 

226 

499 

413 

423 

290 

7 

317 

Total, . 

329 

299 

628 

529 

533 

390 

7 

500 

Extracts  from  later  Letters. 

F>  •om  Sarah  E.  Lloyd : 

“  The  trustees  of  the  school  met  a  few  days  since,  to  see  what 
could  be  done  about  keeping  up  the  school  after  next  month. 
They  seem  very  earnest  to  have  a  school,  and  say  that  they  will 
make  a  great  effort  to  support  one  themselves  ;  but  I  cannot  see 
how  they  are  to  do  it  just  yet.  Some  of  them  might  do  some¬ 
thing  towards  it,  but'  many  are  not  able  to  get  sufficient  food  and 
clothing  for  their  families,  although  they  are  generally  in  a  much 
better  condition  than  they  were  one  year  ago.  They  seem  very 
grateful  for  all  that  has  been  done  for  them,  and  say  that  they 
feel  that  thejr  ought  to  do  something  for  themselves  ;  but  with¬ 
out  some  assistance  I  do  not  think  they  will  be  able  to  support  a 
school.  They  expect  to  hold  another  meeting  in  a  short  time. 
My  school  is  not  so  large  as  it  was  last  winter,  but  I  have  quite 
as  many  as  I  can  attend  to,  even  with  some  assistance  from  the 
more  advanced  ones.  The  plan  of  having  each  one  pay  a  small 
sum  monthly  has  succeeded  very  well.  We  have  been  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  wood,  and  anything  else  that  has  been  necessary,  and 
still  have  several  dollars  in  the  treasury.  I  expect  to  lose  a 
great  many  of  the  men  at  the  end  of  this  month,  as  the  spring 
work  will  soon  commence,  but  think  their  places  will  be  filled  by 
some  of  the  younger  ones,  who  have  been  staying  at  home  during 
the  cold  weather.  Joseph  M.  Wood  still  conducts  the  night 
school ;  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  it  on  account  of  the  dis¬ 
tance,  and  bad  walking.  Quite  a  number  of  my  scholars,  this 
winter,  have  purchased  books  for  themselves,  so  as  to  have  them 
to  use  in  the  summer.  In  all  their  homes  I  see  books, — some 
from  the  Sunday  School  library,  and  some  of  them  belonging  to 
different  members  of  the  family  ;  and  I  very  seldom  meet  with  a 
colored  person  who  cannot  read  some.  Those  who  have  not  been 
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coming  to  school  or  to  the  Sunday  School  have  been  instructed 
by  older  brothers  and  sisters,  or  friends,  who  have  been  able  to 
attend  school.  One  little  boy  of  about  twelve  years  (who  came 
over  from  Maryland  and  boarded  with  his  uncle  here,  that  he 
might  go  to  school),  says  that  he  teaches  the  family,  at  night, 
what  he  learns  during  the  day ;  and  I  am  often  surprised  when 
some  of  my  old  scholars  return,  who  have  not  been  attending 
school  for  some  time,  to  find  that  they  have  improved  so  much 
that  they  are  prepared  to  enter  a  class  in  advance  of  the  one  to 
which  they  formerly  belonged.  Very  few  have  begun  just  where 
they  were  when  they  left  school,  and  none  have  had  to  go  into  a 
lower  class. 

uWoodlawn,  2 d  Month  2 2d,  1868.” 

From  Mary  F.  McBride , — 

“  One  of  the  boys  who  has  been  with  me  about  four  months  be¬ 
gan  the  First  Geography  when  he  came,  and  to-day  finished  the 
Second  Book  ;  he  recited  his  lesson  beautifully.  Several  of  the 
boys  tell  me  they  are  studying  very  hard,  as  they  wish  to  be 
teachers ;  such  encourage  me.  There  are  others  of  whom  I  al¬ 
most  despair,  as  they  imagine  they  ought  to  learn  without  any 
effort  of  their  own. 

“ Fairfax  C.  FT.,  2d  mo.  29th,  1868.” 

From  Catharine  E.  Hall, — 

“  That  my  report  for  last  month  gives  you  satisfaction  encour¬ 
ages  me  greatly.  My  night-school  flourishes.  Twenty-five  pu¬ 
pils,  all  men,  attend  regularly.  Some  of  them  read  well  in  the 
-L laird  Reader,  and  the  others  improve  rapidly.  I  am  more  in¬ 
terested  in  my  night  than  in  my  day-school.  The  grown  people 
are  in  such  good  earnest,  and  attend  to  me  so  well.  I  trust  my 
school  will  not  be  closed  this  month. 

“ Vienna ,  Zd  mo.  1st,  1868.” 

From  Caroline  Thomas ,  Leesburg,  Va. : — 

lhe  books,  mottoes,  seeds,  etc.,  were  duly  received  ;  many 
thanks  for  them.  Last  evening,  at  our  Educational  Society’s 
meeting,  I  gave  out  that  I  had  seeds  ;  they  appeared  much 
pleased  to  know  there  was  such  provision  for  them.  As  yet  we 
have  had  no  weather  suggestive  of  gardening, — last  night  1  think 
v  as  the  coldest  we  have  had  this  winter.  I  wish  for  warm  weather, 
not  so  much  on  my  own  account  as  for  the  colored  people,  many 
of  whom  are  very  poor.  A  week  ago,  last  First-day,  I  took  a 
walk  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  some  of  the  poor.  I  called 
at  one  house  where  they  had  no  wood,  and  nothing  to  get  it  with. 
The  family  consisted  of  an  old  woman,  a  sick  daughter  and  three 
grand-children.  I  went  home  feeling  really  depressed,  but  de- 
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termined  to  make  some  effort  towards  relieving  them.  I  reported 
the  case  to  Capt.  S.,  who  immediately  summoned  a  man,  and  had 
some  wood  sent  them  from  his  own  wood-house  to  last  till  Second- 
day,  when  they  were  provided  with  a  load. 

“  My  school  is  quite  large, — has  been  since  New  Year’s  ;  many 
days  numbering  over  fifty.  Some  days  I  hear  as  many  as  twenty 
classes  recite.  I  open  school  at  8|-  o’clock  in  the  morning,  give 
but  half  an  hour  noon  recess,  and  teach  in  the  afternoon  till  4J 
or  5  o’clock.  I  felt  rejoiced  to  learn  you  intend  keeping  the 
schools  open  the  rest  of  the  term.  1  know  my  people  are  not 
able  to  wholly  support  a  school  yet,  and  they  are  now  looking 
forward  to  building  a  school-house,— to  commence  it  as  soon  as 
the  spring  opens, — which  will  take  all  they  can  spare  from  their 
families.  I  hope  they  may  succeed  ;  many  of  them  deserve  to, 
for  they  have  worked  with  a  will*  One  of  the  men,  at  our  edu¬ 
cational  meeting,  made  the  remark,  “  If  I  have  strength  given 
me,  I  am  determined  to  give  my  children  an  education,  if  I  have 
to  have  them  taught  at  home. 

“  I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  to  Waterford  last  week,  with  my 
friend  Sarah  Steer  and  her  family.  What  dear  kind  friends 
they  have  been  to  me  !  Sarah’s  school-house  is  now'  finished, 
and  it  is  a  very  comfortable  house  indeed.  I  only  hope  ours  (in 
prospective)  may  be  as  good.  I  wish  I  could  be  in  Philadelphia 
now  for  a  month  or  so  ;  I  would  do  some  (not  shopping)  but 
begging,  for  I  am  determined  the  school-house  shall  be  built. 

“ Leeslurg ,  Fa.,  3 cl  Month  1th,  1868.” 

From  Sarah  Ann  Steer , — 

“The  letter  containing  the  agreeable  news  of  the  continuance  of 
my  school  by  the  Association  was  received.  I  am  very  glad  to 
continue  it  under  your  care,  though  it  is  much  smaller  than  dur¬ 
ing  the  First  and  Second  months.  The  spring  work  has  taken 
off  a  number  of  my  scholars  ;  still  I  find  enough  to  keep  me  very 
busy.  Among  my  scholars  are  some  that  would  be  very  glad 
to  fit  themselves  for  teachers.  I  have  always  encouraged  this 
idea  of  their  becoming  teachers,  as  an  inducement  for  them  to 
study.  I  have  received  the  package  of  garden  seeds  for  distri¬ 
bution. 

“  Waterford,  3 d  mo,  24:th,  1868.” 

From  Caroline  Thomas, — 

“  The  time  is  approaching  when  my  ‘  Winter  Scholars’  leave, 
and  I  shall  have  new  ones.  If  I  could  keep  the  same  all  the 
time,  I  could  see  greater  improvement ;  my  most  advanced  class 
are  those  who  attend  regularly,  and  who  have  been  my  pupils 
since  I  have  been  here.  It  is  consoling  to  know  there  are  young 
men  and  women  who  will  go  into  the  world  with  a  knowledge  of 
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reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  acquired  at  my  school,  which 
will  be  an  advantage  to  them  all  their  lives,  and  I  feel  confident 
they  will  not  stop  here ;  they  know  enough  to  inspire  them  to 
higher  attainments. 

“ Leesburg,  3 d  mo.  29th,  1868.” 

From  Sarah  Ann  Steer. 

“  I  enclose  my  school  report  of  Third-month.  It  shows  a  con¬ 
siderable  falling  off  in  numbers  since  last  month,  which  is  owing 
to  the  commencement  of  spring  work.  The  older  scholars  are 
leaving,  and  I  am  expecting  some  little  ones  to  fill  their  places. 
I  send  a  composition  by  a  boy  of  sixteen,  who  is  very  much 
interested  in  the  cause  of  Temperance,  and  is  Secretary  for 
our  Society.  Thou  willt  see  by  his  account  how  we  are  progres¬ 
sing  in  the  cause. 

“  Henry  Carroll,  the  preacher,  continues  to  attend  school  very 
regularly  when  at  home.  I  like  him  very  much  ;  he  is  trying 
very  hard  to  improve,  and  I  think  has  made  some  progress, 
especially  in  arithmetic.  He  brought  some  of  his  theological 
works  to  school  one  day  for  me  to  assist  him  in  studying.  I  told 
him  I  could  not  teach  anything  I  did  not  understand  myself. 
He  seemed  to  think  I  was  wise  enough  to  teach  anything,  and 
said  if  I  would  help  him  with  the  hard  words  he  would  be  thankful. 
He  does  not  pronounce  very  well,  and  I  thought  I  could  do  that, 
so  he  reads,  and  I  correct  him  and  mark  out  the  words  he  does 
not  know  the  meaning  of,  for  him  to  find  out  and  bring  them  to 
me  written  out  the  next  day,  which  he  does  now,  and  we  get  along 
very  well ;  so  I  am  teaching  theology  after  all,  though  I  only 
undertook  to  teach  him  arithmetic  and  spelling.  I  distributed 
the  package  of  garden  seeds  a  few  days  ago  ;  they  were  very 
welcome  indeed.  We  have  just  had  a  colored  man  lecturing 
here — Dr.  J.  H.  Brorvn,  formerly  of  Philadelphia,  and  now  resi¬ 
ding  in  Baltimore.  He  is  a  very  good  speaker,  and  the  lecture 
I  attended  was  very  interesting ;  the  subject  was  Phrenology. 
Pie  also  addressed  the  colored  people  upon  their  wants  and  con¬ 
dition.  I  am  very  glad  that  the  Association  has  determined  to 
continue  my  school  a  while  longer.  The  colored  people  have 
made  a  great  effort  to  support  it  themselves,  and  we  think  it  best 
to  see  what  they  can  do  before  letting  them  know  of  this  new 
arrangement.  I  have  told  them  positively  they  must  depend 
on  themselves  after  the  first  of  this  month  ;  it  appeared  to  several 
friends  who  are  interested,  as  well  as  to  me,  that  if  they  found 
the  school  was'  continued  entirely  free  for  three  months 
longer,  they  would  still  depend  on  somebody  providing  means  to 
support  it  hereafter.  We  therefore  concluded  to  let  them  raise 
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part  of  my  salary — we  thought  fifteen  dollars  per  month  if 
they  could — and  the  amount  paid  me  by  the  Association  would  in 
this  way  keep  the  school  several  months  longer. 

“  Waterford ,  4 tli  mo.  GtJt,  1868.” 

COMPOSITION  ON  TEMPERANCE. 

I  have  selected  the  subject  of  Temperance  for  my  composition 
this  week.  I  do  not  think  myself  capable  of  doing  justice  to 
the  subject,  but  I  will  endeavor  to  do  the  best  I  can.  One  of 
the  arguments  that  is  afforded  to  my  mind  is  the  success  our 
temperance  cause  has  met  with,  which  has  not  been  in  motion 
but  a  short  time,  and  now  it  numbers  over  sixty  members.  I 
think  if  men  wrould  only  look  and  see  what  a  vast  amount  of 
misery  and  disgrace  is  caused  by  using  the  intoxicating  cup, 
they  would  not  hesitate  any  longer,  but  would  come  and  join  the 
temperance  society  and  raise  themselves  in  that  state  of  society 
which  we  should  all  occupy.  Look  at  Alexander  the  Great,  one 
of  the  greatest  conquerors  the  world  ever  saw,  but  was  lowered 
from  the  highest  position  into  the  drunkard’s  grave.  How 
shocking  it  is  to  think  that  a  man  like  Alexander,  who  had 
subdued  so  many  nations,  would  allow  himself  to  be  conquered 
by  whiskey.  It  is  the  lamentable  truth,  that  more  men  are  killed 
by  the  sin  of  intemperance  than  by  the  sword.  What  is  a  more 
pitiful  sight  than  to  see  a  drunken  man  reeling  along  the  street 
or  laying  in  the  gutters  ;  why  it  is  the  most  pitiful  sight  the  eye 
can  behold  ;  and  what  is  that  man’s  feelings  when  he  gets  sober.  I 
cannot  tell,  for  I  never  experienced  it.  I  never  wTas  drunk  in  my 
life,  and  now,  since  I  have  joined  the  temperance  society,  I  never 
will  be,  and  I  hope  all  of  the  rest  have  the  same  determination, 
and  will  not  be  persuaded  to  drink.  Tell  them  that  you  have 
given  up  the  poisoned  cup  ;  it  is  not  the  drink  for  you.  What 
does  the  Bible  say  ?  “  Look  not  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red  ; 
at  last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent  and  stingeth  like  an  adder.” 
“  There  is  nothing  so  good  for  the  youthful  blood  as  the  clear 
and  the  sparkling  water.” 

Henry  Robinson. 

Our  friend  Samuel  M.  Janney,  who  has  recently  visited  some 
of  the  Virginia  schools,  speaks  of  them  in  these  terms: 

“At  the  request  of  Capt.  S.  B.  Smith,  the  agent  of  the  Freed¬ 
man’s  Bureau,  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  I  have  recently  paid  a  visit  to 
the  school  for  colored  people,  taught  in  that  place  by  Caroline 
Thomas,  of  Philadelphia.  I  found  it  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
about  forty  pupils  being  in  attendance,  most  of  them  children. 

“  The  exercises  of  the  school  in  Spelling,  Reading,  Writing, 
Arithmetic,  Geography  and  Grammar,  were  very  interesting  and 
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satisfactory.  I  have  seldom,  if  ever,  witnessed  more  readiness 
and  accuracy  than  were  exhibited  in  most  of  the  answers  given. 
Some  of  the  pupils,  who  were  from  seven  to  nine  years  old, 
answered  promptly  a  variety  of  questions  in  Geography,  and 
designated  on  an  outline  map  the  different  countries  and  states, 
with  their  rivers  and  chief  towns.  They  said  a  good  lesson  in 
Grammar,  and  parsed  sentences  with  remarkable  readiness.  The 
government  of  the  school  was  excellent,  and  the  general  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  pupils  impressed  me  favorably. 

“  This  school  and  another  at  Waterford,  in  this  county,  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Friends’  Association  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  aid 
and  elevation  of  Freedmen,  and  the  contributors  may  rest 
assured  that  their  liberality  is  well  bestowed.  The  school  at 
Waterford,  under  the  tuition  of  Sarah  Ann  Steer,  is  said  to  be 
very  well  conducted,  and  I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  speak  of 
it  from  personal  observation. 

“  The  school  at  Lincoln,  in  this  county,  formerly  taught  by  Isa¬ 
bella  Skillman,  and  more  recently  by  Alice  Duvall,  is  supported 
by  an  association  of  Friends  on  Long  Island.  It  has  been  well 
taught,  and  has  proved  a  great  blessing  to  many.  During  the 
winter  it  was  composed  mostly  of  men,  and  numbered  from  forty 
to  fifty.  Some  of  them  walked  several  miles  to  attend  it,  and  two 
of  them,  living  at  a  distance  of  nearly  seven  miles,  were  regular 
attendants. 

“  Their  progress  in  their  studies  was  generally  encouraging,  and 
some  of  them  showed  remarkable  aptness  in  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge.  The  great  aim  with  many  seems  to  be  to  learn  to 
read  the  Bible,  and  to  write  legibly ;  while  a  few  of  the  more 
advanced  in  Arithmetic  express  a  desire  to  learn  how  to  keep 
their  own  accounts.  Within  the  last  two  weeks,  nearly  all  of 
them  have  left  school  to  engage  in  farm-work  ;  a  vacation  of  a 
month  has  been  given,  and  we  confidently  expect  that  on  the  first 
of  Fifth  month  a  large  school  of  boys  and  girls  will  be  in  atten¬ 
dance. 

“  There  is  no  better  wray  to  improve  and  elevate  the  freed 
people  of  the  South  than  to  aid  them  in  obtaining  an  education 
suited  to  their  condition.  The  Federal  Government  has  judi¬ 
ciously  bestowed  upon  the  Freedmen  the  elective  franchise, 
which  is  found  to  be  indispensable  for  their  protection,  and  for 
the  safety  of  other  union  men  in  the  Southern  States.  In  order 
that  this  high  privilege  may  be  exercised  so  as  to  ensure  to 
themselves  and  to  the  nation  the  greatest  benefit?,  they  must  be 
educated  and  taught  to  think  for  themselves.  The  use  of  the 
ballot  is  itself  one  means  of  educating  a  community  and  eleva¬ 
ting  them  in  the  social  scale,  and  the  most  important  requisites 
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for  its  proper  exercise  are  honesty  of  purpose  and  true  patri¬ 
otism. 

“  Our  experience  of  late  years  has  taught  us  that  the  most 
intelligent  men,  when  actuated  by  ambitious  motives  and  corrup¬ 
ted  by  the  exercise  of  arbritary  power,  are  the  most  dangerous. 
Some  of  us  can  adopt  the  language  of  William  Penn,  who,  when 
he  was  taunted  for  keeping  company  with  such  a  ‘  simple 
people  ’  as  the  Friends,  replied,  ‘  I  confess  I  have  made  it  my 
choice  to  relinquish  the  company  of  those  that  are  ingeniously 
wicked,  to  converse  with  those  that  are  more  honestly  simple.’ 

“  Many  of  the  Freedmen  are  ‘honestly  simple,’  but  they  have 
a  capacity  for  acquiring  knowledge,  and  evince  a  desire  for  it 
such  as  I  have  never  before  witnessed  among  an  illiterate  people. 
It  is  very  rare  indeed  for  a  white  person  of  mature  age  and  igno¬ 
rant  of  letters  to  make  an  effort  to  learn  to  read  or  write,  yet 
there  are  many  thousands  of  adults  among  the  colored  people 
who  have  learned  to  read  and  write  since  their  emancipation. 

“  The  munificent  contributions  of  the  Northern  people  and  their 
benevolent  efforts  in  this  field  of  labor  are  worthy  of  commemo¬ 
ration,  and  doubtless  will  have  a  better  reward  than  human 
praise. 

“Some  of  the  contributors  have  expressed  the  sentiment  that  it 
is  now  time  to  withdraw  their  support  and  leave  the  colored 
people  to  help  themselves,  in  order  that  they  may  learn  self-reli¬ 
ance. 

“After  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  an  entire  withdrawal  of  support  from  the 
colored  schools  during  the  present  year,  would  cause  many  of 
them  to  be  relinguished,  and  might  prove  disastrous  to  the  cause 
we  have  at  heart.  The  freed  people  are  mostly  poor  and  many 
of  them  thriftless,  a  state  which  naturally  results  from  their 
former  condition  of  slavery.  They  look  up  to  the  schoolteachers 
as  friends  and  counsellors,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  a  gradual 
diminution  of  the  aid  afforded  would  be  much  better  than  its 
sudden  and  entire  withdrawal.  In  most  neighborhoods  they 
could  probably  pay  part  of  the  expense  of  supporting  the  schools, 
and  would  cheerfully  do  so  if  the  same  class'  of  teachers  were 
continued. 

“  We  have  reason  to  hope  that,  within  a  few  years,  legal  pro¬ 
vision  will  be  made  in  the  Southern  States  for  the  education  of 
all  classes  in  free  schools,  and  then  there  will  be  no  further  need 
of  assistance  from  other  States  for  this  purpose.  S.  M.  J.” 

The  following  was  received  in  response  to  inquiries  made  by 
one  of  the  Secretaries  : 
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:c  Manassas,  Tra.,  March  21  st,  1868. 

“  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  went  to  Herndon  last 
Tuesday  to  procure  the  services  of  Miss  Brinkerhoff.  She 
accepts  the  appointment,  and  commences  the  school  on  Mon¬ 
day,  the  23d  of  this  month.  I  have  made  diligent  inquiry  with 
regard  to  her  character  and  ability  to  teach,  and  all  who  know 
her  recommend  her  highly.  1  feel  very  much  gratified  that  this 
school  will  commence  again,  as  it  was  one  of  the  best  schools  in  my 
division.  I  regret  that  Miss  Gauze’s  health  would  not  permit  her 
to  retain  the  school.  I  am  also  very  sorry  that  Miss  Heald’s  health 
would  not  allow  her  to  remain ;  the  school  is  now  without  a 
teacher,  and  I  would  like  to  have  it  re-opened.  I  have  another 
school,  just  started,  near  Centreville,  which,  if  the  Society  is 
able,  I  would  very  much  like  to  have  assisted.  Mr.  Grant  (col¬ 
ored)  is  the  teacher  ;  he  has  about  25  scholars,  all  paying  tuition. 
There  are  about  25  or  30  more  children  who  cannot  pay,  and  are 
therefore  excluded.  Now  if  the  Society  could  send  this  teacher 
about  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  with  the  sum  he  is  now  receiving, 
these  poor  children  could  be  educated.  Mr.  Grant,  I  believe,  is 
a  very  good  teacher.  I  visited  his  school  yesterday,  and  was 
very  much  pleased  with  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  scholars, 
and  Mr.  G.’s  ability  to  teach,  and  would  earnestly  urge  that  your 
Society  assist  him,  if  in  your  power. 

“  The  school  at  this  place  is  doing  finely.  Mrs.  Perry  is  doing 
very  well ;  she  is  a  good  teacher  and  seems  very  much  pleased 
with  her  school.  I  have  visited  most  of  the  schools  in  this  Divi¬ 
sion,  and  cannot  speak  of  any  except  in  praise,  and  I  know  those 
who  give  to  this  noble  cause  would  feel  like  giving  still  more,  if 
they  could  see  the  great  amount  of  good  that  is  being  done  to¬ 
wards  elevating  the  once  oppressed  race. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obt.  servant, 

W.  S.  Chase,  A.  S.  A.  Comdt.” 

Our  Treasurer  has  also  received  the  following : 

“Christiaxsbug,  Va.,  March  13th,  1868. 

“  My  dear  Friend , — I  enclose  herewith  letters  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  articles  so  kindly  donated  to  the  freed-people  un¬ 
der  my  charge.  Please  accept  my  personal  thanks  for  your  kind 
assistance  and  co-operation,  and  for  the  encouragement  you  gave 
me,  though  a  stranger  to  you.  Glad  to  inform  you  that  the 
work  of  elevating  the  freedmen  is  going  forward  in  this  Division, 
and  we  have  enlarged  hopes  for  the  future.  The  schools  are  in 
a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  rapid  progress  is  being  made  in 
the  primary  branches  of  education.  In  places  destitute  of  schools, 
the  children  are  studying  at  their  homes;  and  every  possible 
effort  is  being  made  to  teach  them  at  least  to  read,  write  and 
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cypher.  A  few  days  since  I  visited  Floyd  Court  House,  the 
county-seat  of  one  of  the  counties  recently  added  to  my  Division  ; 
found  that  the  freed-people  had  been  greatly  neglected  in  that 
locality,  and  were  without  schools,  books,  or  even  churches  of 
their  own.  I  took  initiatory  steps  towards  establishing  a  school 
at  that  place,  and  succeeded  in  securing  the  services  of  a  colored 
man,  who  can  read  well  and  write  a  little,  to  take  charge  of  the 
interest  for  the  present.  Some  of  the  books  you  secured  for  me 
I  have  decided  to  appropriate  to  their  use.  I  am  now  required 
to  visit  each  county-seat  of  my  six  counties  once  a  month,  and 
make  a  report  of  those  visits  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner  at 
the  close  of  each  month.  Shall  be  kept  very  busy,  but  my  heart 
is-  in  the  work;  and  the  encouragement  given  will  cheer  me  in 
the  midst  of  my  duties.  With  kind  remembrances, 

I  remain  very  truly  yours, 

C.  S.  Schaeffer.” 

The  meetings  of  the  Association  have  been  held  monthly,  in 
the  evening  of  the  third  Fourth-day  ;  and  it  may  possibly  be  in¬ 
teresting  information,  as  well  as  an  incentive  to  continued  effort, 
if  we  select  from  the  record  of  our  proceedings  some  of  the  ap-  ^ 
peals  from  various  localities,  to  which  we  have  been  unable  to 
give  an  affirmative  response. 

At  a  meeting  held  10th  mo.  31st,  M.  ITighgate,  a  colored  fe- 
male  teacher,  was  present,  and  informed  us  of  a  prospect  that  she 
and  her  two  daughters  had,  of  establishing  a  school  near  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Florida.  They  subsequently  Embarked  in  the  enter¬ 
prise  without  anyendowment  or  fixed  compensation  for  their  se  r- 
vices,  trusting  entirely  to  casual  contributions.  An  impromptu 
collection  of  forty  dollars  was  made,  and  they  were  requested  to 
correspond  with  us  concerning  the  success  of  their  school.  Fur¬ 
ther  aid  we  have  been  unable  to  give. 

Frances  W.  Harper  and  Catharine  Rollins,  two  colored  teach¬ 
ers,  gave  interesting  statements  of  their  experience  in  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  South  Carolina,  &c.  At  a  school  in  Charleston, 
where  one  of  them  has  been  teaching  without  compensation,  the 
pupils  were  too  degraded  and  wretched  to  be  received  into  other 
schools.  Pecuniary  assistance  was  desired  to  build  a  school- 
house.  Although  the  meeting  sympathized  with  the  labor,  the 
state  of  the  finances  prevented  the  extension  of  aid. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Association  held  lltli  mo.  16th,  a  letter 
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addressed  to  a  member  of  this  Association  by  Louisa  M.  E.  Pucks, 
desiring  aid  from  us  for  her  school  at  Washington,  was  read  ; 
but,  not  being  in  a  pecuniary  condition  to  assist  her,  we  were 
reluctantly  compelled  to  decline. 

Among  the  welcome  contributions  which  have  encouraged  us 
by  their  timely  reception,  were  a  valuable  package  of  garden 
seeds  from  Clayton  B.  Rogers,  well  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
freedmen  ;  and  from  the  Baptist  Publication  Society,  through  B. 
Griffith,  150  Testaments,  and  500  copies  of  the  “  Little  Reaper,  ’ 
a  monthly  publication  which  is  regularly  received  by  mail.  We 
have  also  received  from  “  Friends  Association  for  the  Relief  of 
Colored  Freedmen,”  per  Richard  Cadbury,  a  large  lot  of  tracts, 
hymns,  &c. 

Our  teachers,  in  their  late  letters,  speak  in  an  affectionate 
manner  of  their  appreciation  of  their  loss  in  the  death  of  our 
friend  James  Mott,  whose  interest  and  sympathy  for  them,  in 
their  labors  and  privations,  had  ever  been  warm  and  active,  and 
ofttimes  expressed  in  words  of  parental  tenderness. 

We  insert  an  extract  from  one  of  these: 

“  I  learn  from  the  papers,  as  well  as  by  private  correspondence, 
of  the  death  of  our  friend  James  Mott.  A  shade  of  sadness  has 
rested  upon  my  spirit  ever  since  I  received  the  intelligence ;  for 
I  know  there  are  many  who  feel  deeply  the  loss  of  this  pure,  good 
man.  The  cause  of  justice  and  humanity  has  certainly  lost  a 
true  friend.  As  I  write,  my  thoughts  wander  back  to  the  last 
evening  spent  in  Philadelphia,  in  company  with  James  and 
Lucretia  Mott,  and  to  their  words  of  kindly  counsel  and  en¬ 
couragement  ;  as  I  listened  to  these,  my  strength  seemed  renewed 
for  the  work  in  which  I  was  engaged.  A  bright,  shining  light 
has  indeed  disappeared  from  amongst  us  ;  but  the  warmth  and 
comfort  which  it  dispensed,  while  here  on  earth,  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered.” 

We  also  believe  it  due  from  us  to  express  our  estimation  of 
the  services  and  character  of  our  friend  by  appending  the  follow¬ 
ing  minute,  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  “  Friends’  Association  for 
the  Aid  and  Elevation  of  the  Freedmen,”  held  in  Race  Street 
Meeting-house,  3d  mo.  18th  : 

“  This  Association  has  experienced  a  deep  sense  of  bereave¬ 
ment  in  the  death  of  our  beloved  friend  James  Mott,  which 
occurred  on  the  26th  day  of  First  month,  1868,  in  the  80th  year 
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of  his  age,  and  we  believe  it  right  to  record  our  estimate  of  the 
loss  we  have  sustained.  His  long  mercantile  career  was  marked  by 
the  strictest  integrity  and  justice ;  and  in  early  life  he  relinquished 
a  lucrative  business,  in  consequence  of  its  conflicting  with  his 
conscientious  scruples  in  reference  to  the  produce  of  slave1  labor. 

“Although  actively  employed  in  business  pursuits,  he  was 
never  too  much  immersed  in  the  cares  of  the  world  for  the 
nobler  impulses  of  his  heart  to  be  fully  exercised,  freely  giving, 
not  only  of  his  pecuniary  means,  but  of  his  untiring  personal 
exertions,  for  the  advancement  of  many  of  the  philanthropic 
enterprises  that  have,  for  a  series  of  years,  claimed  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  benevolent. 

“Foremost  among  these,  with  him,  were  the  interests  of  the 
oppressed  and  down-trodden,  both  before  and  since  the  abolition 
of  slavery.  His  sympathy  with  our  teachers,  in  their  isolated 
and  tried  positions  among  the  freedmen,  was  a  prominent  feature; 
and  his  labors  with  us,  in  this  Association,  can  scarcely  be  esti¬ 
mated. 

“With  advancing  age  he  relaxed  not  his  wonted  activity 
therein,  but  his  earnestness  and  zeal  seemed  rather  to  increase 
with  his  years.  He  attended  several  public  meetings  within  a 
few  days  of  his  death  ;  participating  in  their  business,  and  in¬ 
fusing  life  into  their  proceedings  by  his  appropriate  suggestions. 

“  Though  remarkably  free  from  obtruding  his  views,  his  well- 
matured  counsels  were  always  valuable ;  and  the  presence  of 
himself  and  his  beloved  wife  greatly  encouraged  their  associates, 
— strengthening  and  inspiring  them  to  perseverance  irt  every 
good  work. 

“  His  bright  example  as  a  Christian,  his  blameless  life,  and 
his  consistent  walking  as  a  member  of  our  religious  Society,  to 
which  he  was  ardently  attached,  will  long  be  treasured  by  many 
of  its  younger  members,  who  have  been  accustomed  to  look  up 
to  him  as  a  true  ‘Father  in  Israel.’  ” 

The  foregoing  account  of  our  labors  for  the  past  year,  we  hope 
may  serve  as  an  incentive  to  Friends  generally  to  aid  us  more 
effectually  in  this  work  of  educating  the  Freedmen.  We  feel  that 
it  is  important  not  only  to  continue  the  schools  now  under  our 
care,  but,  if  possible,  to  respond  to  some  of  the  urgent  appeals 
from  other  localities.  The  liberality  of  those  interested  in  the 
cause  must  determine  our  course,  and  to  all  such  we  would 
put  the  question — Shall  we  discontinue  the  schools  which  are 
now  under  our  care,  for  want  of  funds,  and  dismiss  the  six  hun¬ 
dred  children  whom  we  have  been  teaching  ? 
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By  way  of  example  we  append  an  extract  from  a  letter  from 
one  who  frequently  forwards  contributions  to  this  Association  :  — 

“  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  to  any  business  within  the 
last  two  months ;  not  even  to  the  cause  that  is  nearest  to  my 
heart, — that  of  relieving  the  poor  and  destitute.  I  have  made 
but  little  use  of  my  means  in  that  way  ;  this  has  been  a  concern 
to  me.  I  now  desire  to  place  in  thy  hands  $25,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  schools  in  the  South.” 

Will  not  our  Friends  generally  feel  constrained  to  go  and  do 
likewise  ? 

Jacob  W.  Ellis, 

Annie  Cooper, 

5th  mo.  1st,  1868. 


j-  Secretaries. 


Report  of  Henry  M.  Laing,  Treasurer. 


1867. 

5th  mo.  1.  To  Balance  on  hand .  $3022.  89 

Cash  received  from  sundry  meetings .  $2903  48 

“  “  “  “  individuals .  591  20 

“  “  “  U.  S.,  (return  of  fare)..  50  00  3544  68 


$6567  57 
CR. 

„  By  cash  paid  Teachers  . $5202  00 

“  “  for  Books .  213  65 

“  “  fare  of  Teachers . .  .  145  30 

“  School  expenses .  105  87 

“  “  for  Annual  Report .  122  98 

“  “  for  Seeds . 37  80 

“  “  for  Freight .  24  50 

1868.  “  “  for  sundry  expenses .  39  63 

5th  mo.  1.  By  balance  on  hand .  675  84 

-  $6567  57 


A  sum  inadequate  to  meet  engagements  with  our  teachers  for  the  balance  of 
the  term. 

Henry  M.  Laing,  Treasurer. 

Pliila  ,  btk  mo.,  1st,  1868.  No.  30  N.  Third  St. 

Having  examined  the  foregoing  account,  we  find  it  correct,  showing  the 
balance  on  hand  of  $675.84. 


Pliila  ,  4 tk  mo.  30th,  1868. 


Edward  Parrish,  1  . 

¥m.  Canby  Biddle,  }  Auditors. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


From  Friends  of — 


u 

Philadelphia . §5 1 G  73 

00 

Mary  D.  Brown,  Phila . 

100 

00 

u 

Dirbv . 

138 

50 

Sarah  L.  Crozier,  Upland,  Pa. 

25 

00 

Li 

Wilmington,  Del., . 

135 

00 

Emma  Crozier,  “  “ 

25 

00 

U 

Birmingham . 

116 

25 

E.  J.  Maginnis . 

25 

00 

U 

Horsham . 

88 

00 

Thomas  B.  Longstreth . 

25 

00 

u 

Goshen . 

87 

35 

East  Jordan,  Ill . . 

5 

00 

a 

Trenton,  N.  J . 

76 

50 

S.  S.,  Fairburg,  111 . 

10 

00 

LL 

Solebury . 

70 

00 

P.  R . 

3 

00 

l  L 

Ercildoun . 

68 

00 

R.  A.  S.,  Ill . 

5 

00 

LL 

Abington . . 

66 

25 

C.  Somers  &  Son,  Phila.. . 

5 

00 

i  L 

Sadsbury . . . 

65 

00 

Sarah  C.  Park,  Camden,  N.  J. 

10 

00 

LI 

Makefield . 

61 

60 

Martha  W.  Carman,  “  “ 

10 

00 

Li 

40 

00 

W.  Attleborough,  Pa . 

1 

00 

LL 

Middletwon . 

39 

25 

R.  K.  &  G.W.  O.,  Byberry,  Pa.. 

3 

00 

LL 

Fishing  Creek . 

30 

00 

Job  Bishop,  Camden,  N.  J _ 

1 

00 

LL 

Upper  Greenwich,  N.J. 

30 

00 

Jane  Hall,  West  Chester,  Pa.. 

2 

00 

LL 

Warminister . 

24 

00 

E.,  Lower  Makefield,  Pa . 

1 

00 

LL 

Kennett . 

24 

50 

Rachal  Haines,  Fallston,  Md. 

o 

CO 

00 

LL 

Alloway  Creek,  N.  J... 

21 

50 

Stephen  Masher,  West  Liber- 

LL 

17 

78 

23 

00 

LL 

Mill  Creek,  Del . 

ii 

00 

Thomas  Woodnutt, Richmond 

'  LL 

Concord . 

10 

00 

Ind . 

10 

00 

iL 

Newtown,  N.  J . 

10 

00 

Catharine  Gue,  Fort  Dodge, 

LL 

Deerfield,  Ohio . 

12 

00 

Iowa . 

5 

00 

LL 

West  Liberty,  Iowa . 

30 

00 

Susan  Pusey,  Maiden  Creek, 

A  Friend,  per  R.  H.,  N.  J . 

5 

00 

Pa . 

5 

00 

LL 

Bucks  County,  Pa.. 

20 

00 

H.  P.  Dare,  Lower  Greenwich 

LL 

Wilmington,  Del... 

15 

00 

N.  J . 

5 

00 

LL 

Upper  Greenwich, 

John  Anthony,  Genesee  Grove 

N.  J . 

2 

00 

111 . 

5 

00 

LL 

per  J.W.T.,  Radnor 

10 

00 

Elizabeth  Brown, Upper  Green- 

Soldiers  Aid  of  Falls,  Fa . 

5 

70 

wich,  N.  J . 

5 

00 

Estate  of  Joseph  D.  Thurston 

50 

00 

N.  &  E.  Potter,  Battle  Creek, 

A.  R. 

Paul’s  School,  Salem, 

Mich . 

3 

00 

N.  J 

8 

00 

Elisha  Wells,  Concord,  Ohio. 

1 

50 

Estate  of  Abby  Goodwin,  Sa- 

Fare  returned  by  U.  S . 

50 

00 

lera 

N.  J . 

35 

00 
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Receipts  of  Clothing  from  5th  mo.,  1867,  to  5th  mo.,  1868. 

Anna  Wheaton .  500  Illustrated  Papers. 

Pennsylvania  Bible  Society .  25  Testaments. 

Friends’  Bible  Society .  200  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

R.  Cadbury .  “  British  Workman”  ;  tracts. 

Jacob  M.  Ellis .  Clothing. 

E.  F.  Williams .  Clothing. 

Makefield,  Pa .  Bag  of  Books,  &c. 

Unknown .  Two  boxes  Clothing,  &c. 

C.  R.  Laing .  Clothing. 

Priscilla  Roberts,  Abington,  Pa .  Clothing. 

Mary  Lawrence  . .  Books. 

Baptist  Publication  Society .  500  “  Little  Reapers  monthly. 

J.  H.  Longstreth  . . .  Books. 

B.  C.  Cobbs .  Clothing. 

J.  W.  Heald .  Clothing. 

Friends’  Assoc,  for  relief  of  Col.  Freed...  6.000  Hymns,  Tracts,  &c. 

Kennett  Freedmen  Association .  2  boxes  Olothing,  Books,  &c. 

Unknown .  Seeds. 

R.  W.  Jacobs .  Clothing. 

Friends  of  Horsham .  Clothing. 

W.  D.  C .  Illustrated  Papers. 

T.  E.  Chapman .  Clothing. 

Rachel  W.  Townsend .  Clothing. 

Jane  Hall .  3  bbls.  Clothing. 

Mary  Beans .  1  bbl.  Sundries. 

Mary  Browning,  Camden,  N.  J .  Shoes. 

Hope,  Owen,  N.  J .  Clothing. 

George  T.  Atkinson,  N.  J .  1  box  Clothing. 

Annie  Wright,  York,  Pa .  1  box  Clothing. 

Sarah  Hunt,  N.  J .  1  valise  Clothing. 

Unknown,  Christiana,  Pa .  1  Box. 

Byberry,  Pa .  1  bundle  Clothing. 

C.  B.  Rogers .  1,000  papers  of  Seeds. 

Kennett  Aid  Society..., .  1  box  Clothing.  * 

Mary  Beans .  Muslin. 

Sower  &  Barnes .  Books. 

Spencer  Roberts .  Dry  Goods. 

W.  C.  Biddle .  Trimmings. 

H.  G.  Longstreth . . .  Trimmings. 

Burlington,  N.  J .  1  bag  Books. 

Andrew  McFeeters  .  Porterage  during  the  year. 

Female  Anti-Slavery  Society .  Papers  to  Teachers. 

Lillie  Atlee .  Books,  Toys,  &c. 

Friends’ Intelligencer .  Papers  to  Teachers. 

Baptist  Publication  Society .  150  Testaments. 

Received  at  Laing  &  Maginnis’,  30  North  Third  Street. 
Philadelphia ,  Fifth  mo.  1st,  1868. 
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Report  of  Forwarding  Committee  from  Fifth  month ,  18(37,  to 

Fifth  month,  1868. 

No.  118.  1  box  Books,  &c . Mary  K.  Brosius,  Vienna,  Va. 

119.  1  box  Books . Sarah  A.  Steer,  Waterford,  Va. 

120.  1  box  Books,  &e . . . S.  M.  Ely,  Lewensville,  Va. 

121.  1  box  Books . . Frances  E.  Gauze,  Herndon,  Va. 

122.  1  bbl.  Clothing . Frances  E.  Gauze,  Herndon,  Va. 

123.  1  bbl.  Clothing,  Books,  &C....C.  Thomas,  Leesburg,  Va. 

124.  1  bbl.  Clothing  and  Books. ...S.  A.  Steer,  Waterford,  Va. 

125.  1  bbl.  Clothing  and  Books. ...S.  M.  Ely,  Lewensville,  Va. 

126.  1  bbl.  Clothing,  Books,  &C....P.  Heald,  Falls  Church,  Va. 

127.  1  bbl.  Dry  Goods . C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

128.  1  bbl.  Books,  &c . C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

129.  1  bbl.  Books,  &c . Mary  K.  Brosius,  Manassas,  Va. 

130.  1  bbl.  Sundries . Kate  E.  Hall,  Vienna,  Va. 

131.  1  package  Seeds,  &c . Capt.  Smith,  Leesburg,  Va. 

132.  1  bbl.  Clothing  and  Books.  ...Sallie  E.  Lloyd,  Woodlawn. 

133.  1  bbl.  Books  and  Clothing.. ..Isaiah  Hankinson,  Va. 

134.,  1  package  Books  and  Slates. ..H.  K.  Painter,  Painters,  Va. 

135.  1  bbl.  Clothing,  &c..  ... . C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

136.  1  package  Books  and  Papers. L.  D.  Crump,  Falls  Church.  Va. 

137.  1  bbl.  Clothing.. . C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

138.  1  box  Books,  &c . C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  "S.  0. 

139.  1  bbl.  Clothing . P.  Heald,  Falls  Church,  Va. 

140.  1  bbl.  Clothing . P.  Heald,  Falls  Church,  Va, 

141.  1  bbl.  Seeds,  &c . .P.  Heald,  Falls  Church,  Va. 

142.  1  bbl.  Clothing . D.  K.  Smith,  Alexandria,  Va. 

143.  1  bbl.  Seeds,  &c . ..Kate  E.  Hall,  Vienna,  Va. 

144.  1  bbl.  Books,  Seeds,  &c . Mary  McBride,  Fairfax  0.  H.,  Va. 

145.  1  box  Sundries . . . S.  A.  Cadwallader,  Bladensburg,  Md. 

146.  1  bbl.  Muslins,  &c . C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

147.  1  bbl.  Sundries .  . . ..C.  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

148.  1  bbl.  Clothing . Josephine  S.  Griffin,  Washington,  D.  C. 

149.  1  box  Sundries . Capt.  Schaeffer,  Christiansburg,  Va. 

150.  1  package  Sundries . Cornelia  Hancock,  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.  C. 

Altogether  33  packages  containing  clothing,  dry  goods,  books,  seeds,  &c. 
Philadelphia ,  5th  mo.  1  st,  1868. 


